DONAGHADEE METHODIST CHURCH

Minutes of the Congregational Meeting on 16 June 2009
The Circuit Steward, Brian Douglas, opened the meeting by saying that this was a time of change for the church, with a new Minister coming, a new manse being purchased and a new Council being appointed.  However the church had an unchanging mission.  This was a time of moral and spiritual as well as of economic crisis.  It had never been more important that Donaghadee Methodist should be a good, welcoming church, a praying church and a united church.  We had great strengths and much to offer:  pastoral care, Christian counselling, house groups and many other activities.  It had been good to see the church filled with young families for the Children’s Service the previous Sunday.
Worship was led by Robert Watson.

Church activities: reports on the past year
Rev Robert Russell said that the Chatterbox mums’ and toddlers’group had been a great success, and much credit was due to Hilda Butler and other helpers.  The house groups and the mid-week group meeting in the church had all been doing well: several of them had been studying the book of James this year.  Numbers in the mid-week group had doubled to about 16.

Liz Brown, Captain of the Girls’ Brigade, provided a report as follows.  They had resumed last September with 11 in the Explorers section and 13 in the Company section.  There was a lot of enthusiasm and the girls were faithful in their attendance.  They had made backpacks for Africa and raised money for a number of charities, as well as witnessing for Jesus.  There had been a good attendance of parents at the GB night.
Joan Bell reported that Connect was now entering its sixth year.  It now had nine counsellors and five administrative staff, all trained and properly supervised.  Counselling was being provided four times a week.  They were liaising with the Health and Social Services Board on matters of mental health and addiction.  Joan expressed thanks to the Management Board and to the church for the use of its premises.  She also paid special thanks to Kathleen Russell for her service as a counsellor.

Ann McDade reported on the Luncheon Club.  She said it had been meeting on the second Tuesday in the month from September to May since 2002.   Last September they had noticed that the numbers were dwindling because of age and infirmity among those attending, so they had re-launched the Club as open to people of all ages, not just the elderly.  Numbers were now over twenty, and there were about sixteen regular helpers.  They had had some interesting speakers and an excellent Christmas concert.  Ann expressed thanks to Brian Douglas for organising the Club.
John Caldwell said that the Social Events Group, chaired by Ken Halliday, had organised a number of events in the past year to bring people together for recreation:  a treasure hunt and barbeque; a picnic outing; the Heartstart training evening; two Wii nights for the young people; a visit to Parliament Buildings at Stormont; a history night and a quiz night.  The next event planned was a trip to the Copeland Islands.

Rev Russell said that these were just a few of the church’s regular activities: it was not possible to cover them all.

Property, including the new manse
George Mackey reported on property matters.  He said that it had been a busy year, as there were always things to be done in relation to old property.  However, he mention three things in particular:

1. There had been a consultation about future accommodation needs.  It had been inconclusive, because most organisations found it difficult to project their future needs.  However, it was clear that the main pressure was coming from Connect Counselling.

2. There had been a spate of vandalism recently, which had obliged the church to take protective measures.

3. The church’s offer for the purchase of the new manse had been accepted.  They were talking to estate agents about the sale of the old manse.  Only urgent and essential repairs would be made to the old manse pending sale.

The Hon Treasurer, John Caldwell, said that when on-costs were included the cost of purchasing the new manse would be £370-375,000.  The church planned to put £250,000 from its reserves into the purchase, and the balance would be covered (pending sale of the old manse) by bridging finance, which would cost about £4,500 per year.

Achievements of the past year
Rev Russell said that there had been no Holiday Bible Club last year, but he hoped this year’s would be a success and that an ongoing programme for children would come out of it.  He had held a group for young people exploring faith and membership issues, and was pleased to report that five young men would be received into membership at the end of June.  The Worship Group had done excellent work and organised some special services.  There had been a successful awayday for the Church Council at Childhaven, and it was hoped that it might be possible to have another in the Autumn.  We had planned to hold a workshop for leaders of all the different church organisations, but that had not yet proved possible.  A lay pastoral training course was going well.
Robert said that the challenge he wanted to pose for next year was that all those involved in leadership in the church should attend either House Groups or the Midweek Fellowship, to ensure that all were involved in regular study and prayer.

Election of Church Officers etc.
The Church Officers were agreed as follows:

Circuit Steward:  Brian Douglas (appointed 2008)
Society Steward:  Joe Wright (2008)
Secretary:  Kit Chivers  (new appointment)
Hon Treasurer:  John Caldwell (2007)

Leonard Kirk, who was stepping down as Secretary, was warmly thanks for his six years of service on the Church Council, and for the last year as Secretary.

Church Council members and Team Leaders:

Pastoral Team:  Belle Bell (2008)
Mission Team:   Appointment not confirmed
Property Team:  Dermot Thompson  (new appointment)
Worship Team:  Robert Watson (2008)
George Mackey was warmly thanked for the sterling work he had done over the past four years as Leader of the Property Team.

Other Members of the Church Council:

Derek Clegg (2008)
Eleanor Halliday (2008)
Maeve Lennie (2008)
Alex Brown  (new appointment)
Geraldine Brown (new appointment)
David Kennedy  (new appointment)

Hilda Butler and Vivienne Glasgow, who had come to the end of their three year terms on the Church Council, were warmly thanked for their contributions.

Rev Russell confirmed that all those appointed were full members of the Methoist Church.  He said that the new team would take office with effect from the next meeting on 25 August 2009.

Leonard Kirk, the outgoing Secretary, closed the meeting with prayer.

